
The proposal below describes a standard project that can be easily adapted and 
tailored according to your requirements and interests.

In our printmaking workshops children have the opportunity to 
learn, explore and create their own original prints through the dry-
point technique. 
 
The workshop is divided in 3 stages:
 
1. Drawing on the plate: at this stage children will be introduced 
to printmaking terms, the history of print materials used and the 
intaglio process. Straight after the brief introduction they will start 
creating they own images using drypoint (drypoint is the name of 
the technique but also the name of the tool which is similar to a 
metal pencil). The drypoint technique, in simple terms, consists on 
making scratches on metal or acetate (perspex) surface. For this 
workshop we will be using perspex (it is easier for children to work 
on it and it also reduces the cost of the materials).

2. Inking up and wiping off the plate: after children finish their plates 
it will be time for inking up the plates; children will learn how apply 
the ink and wipe it off in a way that only the excess of ink will be 
removed. The plates will be ready then for the next exciting stage!

3. The last and rewarding part of our workshop: the printing of 
the plate! Children will be able to see their drawings printed onto  
special printmaking paper (Fabriano Rosaspina). They will have 
the chance to use a professional print press provided by the Black 
Church and even choose different types of paper for printing. At this 
stage children will see very clearly how copies were made before  
photocopiers were invented.

Printmaking is basically “mark making”. It is a form of art and 
communication dating back thousands of years. The act of  
transferring an impression from one surface to another is called 
printmaking. Print-making is not just one technique but uses many 
techniques or processes that have evolved over time.

Drypoint the simplest form of intaglio printmaking. Metal or plastic 
sheets are drawn directly with a metal scribe. Plate is then inked 
and printed.

Black Church
Print Studio
Workshop Series 
for Primary Schools

“The arts are fundamental to the achievement of two central functions of 
education - nurturing the innate creativity of children and young people and 
the development of this understanding of themselvess and the complexities in 
which they live”

Arts Council, Arts in Schools Programme

Aims and outcomes of the workshop:
 
Introduce children to print as an art form, the history of print and 
its relevance in the print world today.

Introducing and demonstrating how copies were made before 
the invention of photocopiers and how the idea of multiples has 
evolved over time.

Produce works that express their sensibility and creativity. 

Curriculum Links: Art, History, Literacy, Science, Maths

* Black Church Print Studio accepts and understands that children work in different paces, 
some being more meticulous than others or more interested in expressing themselves 
visually.

Introduction to Drypoint

Duration of workshop: 2 hour
Prep & clean up: 3 hours
Tutors:  1 or 2 (depending on teachers  
knowledge of technique)
Size of group: 30 children  
(average class size)
Size of print: A5
Plates (per child): 1 or 2*
Prints (per child): 2 or 3*
Equipment: portable printing press provided 
by Black Church
Budget: €300 including tutor fees & materials



While the Black Church Print Studio is happy to facilitate outreach 
to schools we also facilitate this programme in our studios in the 
heart of Temple Bar in Dublin city. Here the children will see  
machines dating from 1871 and producing the work of profes-
sonal artists today. A wonderful day out for the class.

Other programmes for primary schools include Collograph 
(using recycled and materials), Monoprint and Relief printing 
techniques. Please see our website for details.

Our teachers in the studio are are all practising artists who also 
teach in other institutions including The Hugh Lane Gallery, Na-
tional Print Museum, Chester Beety, Secondary Schools and the 
Black Church Print Studio. Teachers are all garda vetted.

Black Church Print Studio, 4 Temple Bar, Dublin 2, D02 YK53    Tel: (353) 1 677 3629   Email: info@blackchurchprint.ie   www.blackchurchprint.ie

Blackchurch Print Studio 
Artist Collective for Fine Art Printmaking

Established in 1982, the Black Church Print Studio is an artist 
collective and one of the leading contemporary fine art print stu-
dios in Ireland. It it located in an award winning, purpose built 
premises in the heart of Dublin’s city centre. The studio is fully 
equipped for lithography, etching, relief, screen and digital print-
ing. It provides 24 hour access to members with full time tech-
nical and administrative support. It also offers a dynamic artis-
tic programme to support the professional developement of its 
members. Non-members can access the studio facilities through 
various access, education and outreach programmes. Black 
Church Print Studio in a non-profit organisation and is  grant-
aided by the Arts Council and the Dublin City Council.


